.IN ONE YEAR'S TIME.... BY:

JEANETTE MCGEE VP OF MOAC
Wow...look how far we have come. In your
head, picture where you were a t one year
ago. Now imagine where you want to be in
one year. We as a club have come so far

and have learned so much. We have
produced a newsletter for all that love to

read and learn for 1 year now! When | look
back it was all just pulling together and
getting stronger, now | hear from so many
new breed ers asking how to breed and how
they all want to be great owners of the
fabulous breed of Marans. | look forward
to where we all can be in another year. One
year can make such a big difference. New
breeders have bought their eggs or chicks
and by this time have learned what to cull
and what to breed and they have all seen
and marveled at the wondrous chocolate
egg. Now that most people have got their
feet wet, they want to ow n the best birds
and be able to show them. It will be very
important to pick out only the very best
for shows. If 'y o u fookimg for what to go
by in choosing a bird we have a whole page
dedicated for that: Marans Standards

We have a page for you to

choose upcoming shows: MOAC Shows &
Results

We encourage all that would love to own
and breed Marans to join our club and our
monthly newsletter: MOAC Club

Membership

We have a premium membership and
member only perks! Check out our new
MOAC leg bands available to members

only: MOAC Products

| hope that everyone has a blessed year
and look forward to meeting you at the
next show: http://www.hotopa.com/

Hello to Marans enthusiasts on this wonderful hot simmering day
August. We are so excited to say that this August 2010 issue is ¢
anniversary of MOAC news. Twelve great issues have been pro
without anymajor delays. The MOAC news now has over 220
subscribers. This achievement could have only been accomplist
with the support of M@C members. | was little apprehensivevhen
the first issue went out on how it was going to be accepted into tt
marans communjt Again the community, as always, surprised me
with their desire to want more. Yowarmcommentgust makaeit all
worth it. | want to personally thank everyone that has submitted
article over the past year that was placed in the newsletter to hhl
the education as well as their experiences with Marans.

Time sure passes when youbre
MOAC is here to stay. Time and events will pass, people willeco
and go, but MOAC staffill striveto produce to the Marans
community a well balancedd educational club site for years to
come.

| personally want to thank everyone for your support and believin
MOAC.

Brenda LittleMOAC Chairman
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Want better incubation results?

Here's my story...In late June, | purchased 10 eggs on Ebay f rom a
MOAC member. They wrapped them carefully and shipped the eggs

via priority mail. It took two days for the eggs to travel over 2,000

miles. When the eggs arrived, | unpacked them (2 extras!) and let

them rest in an egg carton for 24 hours. Then | weig hed each egg
and wrote on them in pencil. | also weighed the tray the eggs would

sitin.

The eggs were placed ina  Brinsea Octagon Advance EX incubator
(with auto turner and humidity pump). Temp was set to 99.6F, vent

was half open, and the eggs were set s tanding up. Each day |
weighed the tray of eggs and charted the weight loss. Based on the
chart, | adjusted the humidity up or down. Humidity ranged from

43 -55% over the first 20 days. For a clear explanation of optimum
weight loss with all the necessary f ormulas, see the MOAC premium
page written by the VP of the Marans Club of France.
http://maransofamericaclub.com/MOAC - Premium.php

On day 11, | candled the eggs and two were clear so I removed
them and redid my calculations and chart (given my lack of math
practice, this was difficult but not impossible). Late on the 19th day

| stopped turning the eggs, removed the egg dividers and laid the

eggs flat. Humidity was increased to 65 -68% for the hatch (any
higher and it caused condensation on the incubator window).

Hatching began on the 22nd day and took 26 hours (first pip to first

hatch was 12 hours).

And you know what? All 10 hatched! My new motto: "Do the math".

Cindy Duppong

Redwing R anch

NOTE: If you're thinking about buying a new incubator this year,
Brinsea gives a 10% discount to MOAC members with coupon code
MOAC2010.

"Drive an old car, get a new incubator"

La Marans

The book is in French but there are lots of great pictures. And, you
don't need to know French to order it. Send a regular check payable
to MCF. The cost of $69 includes shipping and handling. (My copy
only took two and a half weeks to get here.) For complete
information, see:

http://maransclub.perso.neuf.fr/publiang.htm#publi
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MOAC Member Cindy Duppong
Redwing Ranch


http://www.brinsea.com/products/octagon20A.html
http://maransofamericaclub.com/MOAC-Premium.php
http://maransclub.perso.neuf.fr/publiang.htm#publi
mailto:rbkmarans@live.com

BrooderinaDay é é

When | needed a new brooder | asked my husband to build it for me. | needed a
brooder with enough space for 12 chicks at 1 sq. ft. each that was good looking,
compact and easy to clean.
This brooder is simple to build taking about 3 hours not counting the painting. All
of the materials were purchased at Lowe's and Big Lots.
The brooder as we built it required:

V  11/2 sheets of 1/2" thick 4'x8' plywood cut into 2'x4' pieces.

V 1 piece of 4'x4' hardboard cut as pictured.

V 9 eight foot long 2"x3" boards to build the frame.

V 1 length of 36" wide by 8' long 1/2 inch hardware cloth for the bottom

and front.

V 1 length of 36" wide by 4' long 1/4 hardware cloth for the lid.
It is important to remember that the dimensions of your brooder will have
to be adjusted to fit the plastic tubs you buy.
Here is the basic frame. Fig. 1
4 Legs/ corner posts are 420 |l ong.
6 boards for the horizontal beams on the sidesare 32 % fil o n g
7 boards for the horizontal beams on the front and underneath the tray support
are 3%ongl/ 20
The basic frame is screwed together using a Kreg Pocket Hole Jig but can also
be fastened together using other techniques.
The pieces for the solid shelf upon which the plastic trays will slide were
made from hardboard. Each of the 2 pieces of hardboard are 40 1/2" long and
16" wide. The cut-out corners where the two bottoms fits around the legs
measure 1 1/2" and 2 1/2" respectively. Fig. 2

Picture of the brooder with the hardboard floor attached. Using a hardboard
floor rather than simple rails, lets the trays slide more smoothly. Fig. 3

This picture below shows installation of the wire front, wire floor, and a
solid side. Both of the hardware cloth front and the lid were made by simply
cutting a hole in the 1/2 @lywood sheets to form a 2 1/2" frame for the front and
a 40 frame for the 1id.

Continued below



Brooder in a day cont.

10x 10 boards hold up t Thesecarlmec
as long or short as the builder desires. Dimensions for the wire
floor become apparent when the basic frame is assembled. The
1/2 " hardware cloth floor is stapled to a 1"x1" wooden frame
which sits on supports screwed to the inside of the basic frame. If
the builder desires, this floor can be made removable and another
1/4" hardware cloth floor can be made for very young (birth to 2
week old) chicks.
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How well do you know your bird breeds at a
glance?Testyour knowledge.

What is the breed above?

Answe posted in nexino n t nevisletter.

Have a story or idea? Breeding experience? Ju
drop us a line for next mordhnewsletter.

MOAC News




